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{ƘŜƭǘŜǊ.ƻȄ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΧ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ 5h ǎǇŜŀƪ ƭƻǳŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΗ 
 
This month we focus on two members of the organization, Mark Pearson and Mike Greenslade. 
Photographer Mark Pearson reports back from Myanmar gathering powerful imagery. Mike  
Greenslade shoots some remarkable photographs in China. Their images capture the spirit of 
ShelterBox for all of our donors and their photo stories remind us all why we do it! Thank you 
to Mark and Mike and thank you to one and all for your continued support. 
   
Tom Henderson 
Founder & CEO 

30 survivors from a Village of 300, Myanmar 

Out of the Box  
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A ShelterBox  

village, keeping the  

community together. 

Situation Report South Labutta, Myanmar By Mark Pearson 

D ead 33,311. Missing 
48,464. Labutta town is 

the main town in the Irawaddy  
Division. The town is a port 
town in the Southern Delta and 
is the logistics point for all relief 
supplies in Labutta. The town 
itself has three main camps. In 
one camp alone there are 500 
ShelterBox tents. Of the other 
two one is run by the 
military, the badly affected 
were taken there.  
 
On Saturday  June 29th,  I trav-
elled with ACTED representa-
tives an hour from Yangon 
where we met with an ar-
ranged boat to take us to vil-
lages on the south coast on the 
Bay of Bengal. The boat trans-
portation took 4-5 hours in very 
rough sea conditions due to the 
frequent monsoon rains mak-
ing the journey pretty hard. We 
arrived at a village called Te-
gogony and had to wade 
through 3ft of water to the 
beach. A certificate of authori-
zation was required from the 
Ministry of Social Welfare to go 
into this area. We met with the 

army, were taken around the 
area and were free to do our 
own   assessment. We found 
that 830 people were in the 
village previous to the Cyclone, 
590 survived. We were the first 
foreign relief teams to arrive in 
the whole area. All the houses 
were completely destroyed 
leaving 240 dead all of whom 
were fishermen and their fami-
lies living on the beach. No aid 
reached the village for 10 days,  
houses were being built out of 
salvaged wood, with no water 
pumps villagers relied on rain 
water. Food was hard to come 
by because there were few 
fishing nets available and the 
rice fields were destroyed 
along with the livestock. 
 
On June 30th, we went back to 
the same village of Tegogony as 
this was the closest landing site 
near the coastal villages that no 
one had assessed. We had to 
walk two hours to get to the 
next village along the beach 
going south. We found two 
villages completely destroyed 
with no survivors, bodies lay 

Villagers 

gathering food  

on the  

shoreline, 

Myanmar 

ñGovernment 

officials   

estimate 

84,537 people 

dead  

and 53,836 

missing and 

presumed 

dead .ò 
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around unburied.  
 
We assessed survivors that were 
living in a village called Gongi. No 
aid had reached the village apart 
from a few sheets of tarpaulin. 
Collected rain water was the only 
safe drinking water and like the 
first village food was scarce as the 
ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎΩ 
rice fields were destroyed along 
with all their pigs. Shelter again 
was makeshift and in poor condi-
tion. The school was destroyed. 
Out of approximately 500 people 
50% were killed. I witnessed a 
100ft fishing trawler washed up 
about 2km inside the rice fields. 
The need is massive in this area 
and all the ShelterBox aid now on 
its way will distributed to these 
people.  
 
 
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ aŀǊƪ tŜŀǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
report the ShelterBox warehouse volun-
teers began to pack 200 tents, 2000 
mosquito nets, 2000 tool kits, 600 
wood burning stoves, 600 cooking pots, 
4000 ground sheets and 50 classrooms 
in a box. This additional aid reached 
Myanmar this month. 



 

ShelterBox can send out 200 boxes 
within 48 hrs of a request for help. 
Without the team in the warehouse, 
ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ IŜǊŜΣ ǿŜ 
give you the inside track on the work 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ ǘŜŀƳΧ 
 
Micky Light, Warehouse Manager, 
used to work at the Culdrose Navy 
!ƛǊ .ŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ƛǎ Ψŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΩΦ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ wƻƭŀƴŘ tŀǎπ
coe and Shane Revill, he keeps the 
warehouse organized and well pre-
pared for the next disaster. Tents, 
equipment and empty green boxes 
are stored for immediate use, with 
Richard Lewis, Logistics Manager, 
keeping the supply chain going. Shel-
ǘŜǊ.ƻȄ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ǇǊŜ-
packed boxes in the warehouse, but 
we do have prepositioned boxes 
around the world for immediate re-
sponse. Each warehouse pack is tai-

lored to the requirements of the dis-
aster victims.  
 
With information from the Shelter-
Box Response Team members on the 
ground, Tom Henderson decides how 
many boxes to send and what equip-
ment to include. Micky does a trial 
pack to check weight, space and 
packing order (in other words, how 
to fit it all in!). Volunteers are on call 
to  come in at short notice to help 
ǇŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ 
all that we do without their help. 
Three staff and ten volunteers can 
pack two hundred boxes in two to 
three hours. 
 
The production line starts with a 
demonstration pack from Micky. 
Empty boxes are already prepared 
with handles, hinges and ShelterBox 
labels. Next, the sponsored box num-

ber is added so that each box can be 
traced. The box moves along the line 
of volunteers, with each person add-
ing specific items including, tents, 
pots, tools, water purification equip-
ment, blankets, stoves, children 
packs and many other items. The full 
box is secured by a hinged lid, zip tie 
ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōŀƴŘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘΣ ƘƻǘΣ 
thirsty work, but very satisfying. 
 
The boxes are stacked on pallets 
ready for collection, moved by fork-
lift trucks and manpower. Up to 250 
boxes can fit into a lorry bound for 
air or sea transportation. Richard 
sorts out the paper work for customs 
clearance and ensures the boxes get 
to their final destination. And then 
the preparation begins again. 

Behind the Scenes at ShelterBox HQ  
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The newest ShelterBox Response Team members have returned from the 9-day training course in the 
UK and are now poised for deployment. Five members of this international team are US citizens. Pic-

tured here: (L-R) Back row: Eric Deluca (USA), Hans Van Dyk (Aust), Luke Simon (UK), Peter Pearce 
(Aust), Nigel Hartley (UK), Eb Friedrich (Aust). Front row: Martin Holland (UK), Mark Mallman (USA), 
Traci Oliver (USA), John Pearson (UK), Rick Commisso (USA), Denise Ho (USA), Claire Petersen (UK). 

5 New US SRT Members  

íA Picture is Worth a Million Wordsî 

Images from Myanmar 


